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Please send your responses by December 20.

important areas. Thus, I submit these 
thoughts:

We need help to know how we 
can be relevant in an increasingly 
globalized world. We need help to 
know how to cross cultural barriers 
in far away places as well as how to 
do this in our increasingly “Greek” 
[unbelieving] society in America. 
In shifting from primarily agricul-
tural-related occupations to other 
vocations, we need help to know 
how we can live and work without 
surrendering to a way of life that has 
a strong pull towards wealth. We 
desperately need a practical vision 
of the Kingdom of God that puts our 
work and all we do into perspective; 
yet, more important, a vision that 
directs and motivates our work and 
all we do. 

We need help in knowing who we 
are in the 21st century. In our history, 
we once were called Radical Reform-
ers. Later, we became “the quiet in the 
land.” In our turbulent world, how 
can we be active Kingdom ambas-

sadors—not people who integrate 
comfortably with society, but people 
who challenge it as Jesus did?

We need help to “be” and see inter-
nally (spiritually) so that the external 
expressions of who we are internally 
matches it. As one who has been privi-
leged to ask questions respectfully of 
my parents, I desire you to actively 
engage the sincere questions that 
come from the younger generation, 
and even take initiative in retrieving 
their questions from them. Listening 
to young people’s questions and dis-
cussing those questions with them are 
valuable opportunities for you to have 
an influence on their world after you 
are no longer physically and mentally 
able to do so. Acknowledging that 
you don’t have an answer to a ques-
tion is better than sidestepping it or 
minimizing it. Finally, I express my 
gratefulness for the strong desire that 
so many of you have to exemplify what 
it means to be Christian. Thank you.

—Darrell Yoder, Free Union, VA

Dear Youth, 
I suspect that not just youth read 

this section. I expect that there are 
quite a few adults who read this sec-
tion also. Perhaps Darrell’s address 
caught your attention. For those of 
you who don’t know Darrell, he is 
presently trying to discover ways that 

the Gospel can be spread in cultures 
quite different from our own. 

Perhaps you have heard of Jona-
than Pinkham, a young man from 
Tennessee who takes the Gospel 
to Native Americans who live in a 
canyon in Mexico that is five times 
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If you met someone who said they could 
never be good enough to be a Christian, 
what would you tell them? 

Next Month’s
Question

Please send your responses by December 20.

the size of the Grand Canyon. Jona-
than can see whole villages further 
down the canyon which have never 
heard anything remotely close to 
the Gospel. Jonathan says that if 200 
men would give their lives in doing 
what he is doing, they might be able 
to make a small scratch in the needs 
there. 

To serve in such countries requires 
personal vision, courage, and perse-
verance. Such work doesn’t pay well. 
It doesn’t help a person buy a new 
vehicle, a new house, or allow much 
time for socializing with friends at 
home. 

When a person seeks to acknowl-
edge God in all he does, “wages” are 
the last thing on his mind. Surely, 
there are risks one takes when he 
leaves his comfortable style of life, 
but there are risks in staying at home, 
too. People who avoid taking risks for 
God also have accidents, lose fingers, 
get cancer, and get sick on the stom-
ach. So, why not use our lives to bless 
others with truth and a cup of cold 
water in the name of Jesus? 

Why not care about a few people 
who will probably go to hell unless 

they repent? Besides, do you know 
of anyone who has pursued a com-
fortable style of life who is filled with 
peace, joy, and contentment? They 
aren’t to be found. For some reason, 
God is not nearly as concerned about 
our living comfortably as we are.

I’m writing these few lines to nudge 
those of you who need some encour-
agement right now to take that next 
step of faith for God. Maybe you need 
courage to take a loaf of bread to that 
homeless man that you see each day 
at the gas station. Maybe you need 
courage to go the second mile with 
your relatives and friends. Whatever 
the next step is for you, this is your 
encouragement. 

These people need the Gospel too. 
They need to see the Gospel lived out 
by people they can relate to. A person 
who is active in spreading the Gospel 
at home will be a useful vineyard 
laborer anywhere God calls him. 

May God’s Spirit guide your heart 
and mind as you drive to work, lay 
awake at night, or kneel beside your 
bed, and ponder what steps of faith 
God wants you to take next. 

—EE
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Respect 
All not Expedient, 5-17

Reverence 
Express Respect for God (HH), 4-32

Righteousness 
Whose Righteousness Counts? 12-17

Rural Life 
Making a living in the country (obs), 10-19

Safety 
Seat belts (obs), 8-14

Salvation 
What if? (Y), 3-37

Self-Help 
Hives Save Lives, 11-9
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Separation 
Above the Culture, 6-11 
Robert Nissley comments (obs), 4-18

Service 
Camp for troubled boys in Missouri (obs), 8-16 
Emerging service program (obs), 6-18 
Picking Flowers (P) 10-1 
Service at home (Y), 6-34

Soldiers of Christ 
Choose Wisely, 5-29 
Living and Dying in a Worthy Cause (Ed), 4-2 
Overcoming the Strong Man, 4-21

Stem Cell Research 
President Bush vetoes SCR (obs), 9-18

Stewardship 
Gates wealth distribution (obs), 8-15 
Youth Messages 1-34

Submission 
Breaking our Alabaster Box, 8-17 
It All Began in the Garden (HH), 7-31 
Joyful Submission (HH), 8-31 
Not yours, but you, 8-16

Suffering 
Comfort from Psalm 73, 12-22

Theophostic Counseling 
Should We Be Concerned? 4-5

Tolerance 
Pluralism and Diversity (obs), 3-19

Trinity 
Be Aware of God’s Holy Trinity 2-6

Trust 
Carest Thou Not That We Perish? (P) 12-10

Values 
Truth Will Set You Free, 11-29 
Vanity, Values, and Virtue, 6-20

Veiling, Woman’s 
A Concern from April, 2004 (ed), 8-2 
Coverings more common now (obs), 12-16 
Significance of Christian Woman’s Veiling 3-9

Victory 
Prickles, 6-29 
Struggling Heart, (P), 4-1

War and Peace 
For Whom Fight? 3-29 
Glenn Bender relates (obs), 6-18, 7-17 
Iran (obs), 4-17 
Jacob DeShazer (obs), 2-20 
Living and Dying in a Worthy Cause, (ed) 4-2 
World War I, 4-23

Winning Souls (see Evangelism)
Work 

Work, Weariness and Wisdom 3-21
Worship 

I Went to Church, 6-22
Youth 

Youth contributions, (in most issues)
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Periodicals

Venture must follow vision. 
It is not enough to stare up the steps; we must step up the stairs.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
Moses was not an ordinary law giver—
he kept the Ten Commandments brief.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
The Christmas shoppers’ complaint seems to be one of long standing.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
A person worse than the quitter is the one who won’t start.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
Courage is not the absence of fear, but the conquest of it.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
It requires compassion, not big muscles, to lift another’s discouragement.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
Money brings happiness to those who find happiness earning it.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
Those who ignore health in pursuit of wealth often wind up losing both.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
Faith is like a bridge from this world to the next. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
God promises a safe landing, but not a calm voyage. 


